




















n the last five decades, the rapid growth of the Nigerian oil industry has Iresulted in substan�al damage to Nigeria's environment, par�cularly in the 
Niger Delta region, where a significant propor�on of the country's oil 

deposits are situated. Quite disheartening is that the vast amount of oil-
generated revenue is far from evident in the region, as it is considered the most 
underdeveloped and environmentally degraded in Nigeria. This paper examines 
the need for, access to, and promo�on of environmental jus�ce as the ul�mate 
basis for environmental sustainability. While the study acknowledges the direct 
provision on environmental protec on under Chapter II of the 1999 Cons�tu�on 
of the FRN wherein the state is required to protect and improve the quality of 
the Nigerian environment; exploit its resources for the good of the community 
and ensure sustainable development of the country's natural resources, this 
study equally frowns at the incapacita�on of the judicial organ of government 
by sec on 6(6)(c) of the same Cons�tu�on from adjudica�ng on environmental 
ma�ers. The implica�on of this is that the government can neither be 
ques�oned nor held accountable through legal ac�on for any viola on or 
threatened viola on of the environmental safety provision. This study observes 
that, although the judicial organ of government is rendered impotent as far the 
carrying out of its du es is concerned under Chapter II of the Cons�tu�on, the 
same fate does not apply to the other organs of government to wit: the 
execu�ve and legislature, who are mandated to conform to, observe and apply 
the provisions of this chapter. It concludes that the presence of a host of 
environmental laws and ins�tu�ons is baseless without a strong poli�cal will on 
the part of the government, and a total change of a�tude and reorienta�on of 
mindset towards the environment, which is a necessity, if we must, to a large 
extent reduce the massive destruc�on caused by the exploita�on of nature's 
resources and ensure its sustainability for the present and future genera on.
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